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JAMES MILEY, RECIPIENT OF THE IAJE/GIL EVANS FELLOWSHIP IN
JAZZ COMPOSITION, IS CURRENTLY DIRECTOR OF JAZZ STUDIES AT
WILLAMETTE UNIVERSITY IN SALEM, OREGON. A VERSATILE
COMPOSER AND PIANIST COMFORTABLE IN BOTH THE JAZZ AND
CLASSICAL IDIOMS, HE HAS WRITTEN MUSIC FOR A VARIETY OF
CHAMBER AND CHORAL ENSEMBLES IN ADDITION TO HIS WORK FOR
JAZZ ORCHESTRA. IN 2006 HE MADE HIS CARNEGIE HALL DEBUT AS
A COMPOSER WITH “AFTER THE WATER, THE CLOUDS,” PREMIERED
BY THE JAMES LOGAN WIND SYMPHONY UNDER THE DIRECTION OF
RAMIRO BARRERA. HE HAS APPEARED AS A GUEST COMPOSER AND
DIRECTOR AT NUMEROUS FESTIVALS AND UNIVERSITIES, INCLUDING
THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS, UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN,
UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, UNIVERSITY OF OREGON, THE NEwW
MEXIcO ALL STATE HONOR JAZZ BAND, CSU NORTHRIDGE, AND
THE MONTEREY AND RENO JAZZ FESTIVALS. RECENT COMMISSIONS
INCLUDE NEW WORKS FOR THE CALIFORNIA ALL-STATE HONOR JAZZ BAND, THE ‘MONTEREY
JAZzZ NEXT GENERATION FESTIVAL, THE COLORADO ALL-STATE JAZZ BAND, AND A NEW
EXTENDED CHAMBER WORK FOR THE KANDINSKY TRIO. HIS CATALOG OF COMPOSITIONS AND
ARRANGEMENTS IS AVAILABLE THROUGH WALRUS MusiIc AND UNC JAzz PRESS. DR. MILEY
HOLDS DEGREES FROM OCCIDENTAL COLLEGE, THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA, AND THE
UNIVERSITY OF OREGON, WITH ADDITIONAL GRADUATE WORK IN JAZZ IMPROVISATION AND
COMPOSITION AT CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF THE ARTS. WWW.JAMESMILEY.NET

SAXOPHONIST PETER EPSTEIN IS DIRECTOR OF JAZZ AND
IMPROVISATIONAL MUSIC STUDIES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA,
RENO. HE BEGAN HIS CAREER IN 1984 IN PORTLAND, OREGON
WHERE HE APPRENTICED WITH RESIDENT MUSICIANS LIKE NANCY
KING AND GLEN MOORE. AFTER FOUR YEARS OF STUDYING JAZZ AND
VARIOUS WORLD MUSIC GENRES AT CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF THE
ARTS HE MOVED TO NEW YORK CITY (1992 - 2002). THROUGHOUT
HIS CAREER HE HAS APPEARED ON OVER 30 RECORDINGS AND HAS
TOURED IN MORE THAN 20 COUNTRIES WITH SUCH NOTABLE ARTISTS
AS BoBBY PREVITE, BRAD SHEPIK, RALPH ALESSI, MICHAEL CAIN,
MIROSLAV TADIC, MEDESKI MARTIN & WoOOD, MIKE STERN, STEVE
COLEMAN, JIM BLACK, RAVI COLTRANE, URI CAINE, KADRI GOLPALNATH, AND MANY OTHERS.
AS A LEADER, PETER HAS RELEASED FOUR ALBUMS FOR MA RECORDINGS. HIS MOST RECENT
SOLO ALBUM FOR MA, OLD SCHOOL, FEATURES PETER ERSKINE ON DRUMS AND ScCOTT
COLLEY ON BAss. EVEN MORE RECENT IS ‘“BOATS”, THE LATEST RELEASE FROM RESIDENT
UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, RENO FACULTY ENSEMBLE, “THE COLLECTIVE”. PETER RECEIVED A
BFA IN JAZZ PERFORMANCE FROM CAL ARTS IN 1992 AND A MASTER OF Music FROM UNR
IN 2004. WWW.PETEREPSTEIN.COM
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JEFF MILEY, HAS BEEN FEATURED IN GUITAR PLAYER MAGAZINE
(WINNING THAT MAGAZINE'S "SPOTLIGHT AWARD"), JAZZWISE MAGAZINE
(U.K), AND GENDAI GUITAR MAGAZINE (JAPAN) TO NAME A FEW. HE
MAINTAINS A BUSY RECORDING AND PERFORMING SCHEDULE, APPEARING
ON NUMEROUS RECORDINGS AS A LEADER OR A SIDEMAN. IN ADDITION
TO HIS WORK WITH BUG, JEFF CAN REGULARLY BE HEARD WITH JAZZ-
VOCALIST INGA SWEARINGEN, MULTI-MEDIA PERFORMANCE ENSEMBLE
"VoxX LUMIERE'", AND THE TRIOS “CODE 3” AND "ALTERED”. HE RECEIVED
HIS BACHELOR OF Music DEGREE FROM CALIFORNIA STATE
UNIVERSITY, NORTHRIDGE IN 1988, WITH AN EMPHASIS IN CLASSICAL
GUITAR. JEFF IS A FACULTY MEMBER AT CUESTA COLLEGE, IN SAN LUIsS
OBISPO, CALIFORNIA, TEACHING GUITAR IN THE APPLIED MUSIC
PROGRAM. HE DIVIDES HIS TIME BETWEEN LOS ANGELES, SAN LUIS
OBISPO, AND THE EAST COAST. WWW.JEFFMILEY.COM

BRIAN HAMADA—CLOSET COWBELL ENTHUSIAST, DRUMMER
AND JAZZ EDUCATOR—HAS PERFORMED WITH MANY JAZZ
GREATS, INCLUDING DIizzy GILLESPIE, JOE WILLIAMS,
ROSEMARY CLOONEY, ERNIE WATTS, BOB MINTZER, JEFF
LORBER, TIM RIES, MICHAEL DAVIsS, BoBBY SHEW, LANNY
MORGAN AND THE INESTIMABLE DON HO. As A MEMBER OF
THE LEGENDARY CSU FRESNO JAZzZ BAND 'A' HE TOURED
JAPAN, KOREA AND EUROPE, AND PERFORMED AT THE
NORTHSEA AND MONTREUX INTERNATIONAL JAZZ
FESTIVALS. IN 1983 HE WAS THE RECIPIENT OF THE
DOWNBEAT JAZZ SOLOIST AWARD. HE HAS BEEN AN ACTIVE
CLINICIAN AND ADJUDICATOR THROUGHOUT CALIFORNIA & NEVADA FOR NEARLY 20 YEARS,
TEACHES DRUMS AND PERCUSSION AT CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FRESNO, AND
CURRENTLY HOLDS DOWN THE DRUM CHAIR FOR BOTH THE FRESNO JAZZ COMPOSERS
ORCHESTRA AND THE ARMEN NALBANDIAN TRIO. WWW.BRIANHAMDA.COM

BASSIST ROGER SHEW HOLDS A MASTER’S DEGREE IN JAZZ
STUDIES/BASS PERFORMANCE FROM WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY. HE
HAS STUDIED UNDER SUCH ACCLAIMED MUSICIANS AS RUFUS REID, TOM
KNIFIC, BILLY HART, DAREK OLES AND ROBERT HURST. ROGER IS BASED
ON THE LOS ANGELES AREA, AND PERFORMS ACROSS THE SOUTHLAND
WITH MUSICIANS JOE BAGG, MATT OTTO, BILL CUNLIFFE, JOSH NELSON,
STACY ROWLES, ERIC DRIES, LES HOOPER, CLUB DJANGO, EVAN STONE,
JEFF ELWooD, BRUCE BABAD, JOE JEWELL AND MANY OTHERS.
THROUGH TRAVELS ACROSS THE COUNTRY, HE HAS ALSO HAD THE
OPPORTUNITY TO PERFORM WITH THE NY VOICES, SUNNY WILKINSON,
BILLY HART, BOB BROOKMEYER, JOHN ABERCROMBIE, BRUCE FOREMAN,
KENNY WERNER AND DOMINIQUE EADE. IN 2001, ROGER PLACED THIRD
IN THE JAZZ DIVISION AT THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF BASSISTS WORLDWIDE
COMPETITION. AS AN EDUCATOR, ROGER SPLITS HIS TIME BETWEEN FULLERTON COLLEGE,
WHERE HE TEACHES APPLIED BASS, HISTORY OF JAZZ AND ROCK CLASSES, AND AS THE HEAD
OF THE JAZZ DEPARTMENT AT LAGUNA BEACH HIGH SCHOOL, WHERE HE RUNS THE LB JAZZ
ORCHESTRA AND COMBO PROGRAM.




